
Happy New Year, brothers, and sisters. As 2023 winds up, I present a manifesto for your
consideration. A manifesto is a public statement to advance an idea, an agenda, or some type of
goal. Below is what I have called a Cooperative or Missionary Manifesto for the BBA in 2023. I
hope that our churches in the BBA will embrace these truths and others vital statements like this with
our minds, hearts, and hands! Tolle Lege, Take and read! 
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From the Associational Mission Strategist 

The triune God is a Missionary God.  Let’s not miss this, a missionary is one who is sent.
The witness of Scripture is clear: The Father has sent the Son (John 21), the Son is gladly
sent into the darkness (John 1), and the Spirit proceeds forth from the Father’s Son! Let’s
remember that we are made in the image of the Missionary God (Gen. 1:26).

Life in God means life on mission. Do you wish to be Godly in 2023, then be about God’s
mission of disciple making! God is a missionary God, and His disciples are either
missionaries or imposters (C.H. Spurgeon). Perhaps we shouldn’t think about Sunday
gatherings as merely the gathering of our members but the gathering of our missionaries.
Let’s imitate God as beloved children (Eph. 5:2).

The Father is Sovereign over our missionary efforts. It’s God’s plan, His promise, and
His prerogative to draw others into His kingdom (John 6:44) and for the kingdoms to
become the Kingdom of our Lord. God’s sovereignty should fuel our worship and our
witnessing. For we entrust the results to God without rejecting our responsibility to fulfill the
Great Commission. Let’s savor His sovereignty!

The Son is the center of our missionary efforts. As Paul said in Colossians 1:28, “Him
(Christ) we preach, . . .!” We are not the subject of our sermons or evangelistic appeals.  
 Christ Jesus isn’t part of the scripture’s testimony, He’s the point. So, let's proclaim
Christ and walk after Him, not parading about as though our church or our ministry is the
big deal. Let’s bear witness like the blind man in John 9, “Once I was lost, but now I see!”

The Spirit is the power of our missionary efforts. Let us pray so that we may be clothed
in the power of God’s Spirit. Like Elisha, let us be adorned in the Spirit’s prophetic mantle.
For if we are filled with God’s Spirit, we cannot help but speak of God’s Son and live
accordingly. Therefore, let anything our churches call mission be empowered by the Spirit
that delights to make much of Jesus Christ crucified and risen! Let’s truly walk in the
Spirit (Galatians 5).

The world is the object of our missionary efforts. The world is in desperate need of
Spirit-filled, Christ-centered believers to live humbly & speak wisely the good news of
Jesus. The world is on a collision course with a Holy God and there must be about us an
urgency, lest those who have never heard, be eternally lost. Let’s live with greater
fervency and urgency.
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February 20, 2023
 

Calvary Baptist Church 
Winston-Salem, NC

 

Cost $12 per person
 

What if your church was known more for
multiplying disciples than adding worship

attenders? At the 2023 Disciple-Making
Conference, you will be inspired and

equipped to become a church on mission to
win, build and send missional disciples.

 
https://brushfire.com/ncbaptist/events/543118/register

BBA Ministry Assistants attended the NCBSA (now
NCBMA) Conference in November 2022.

Left to Right: Yvonne Reid, Wendy Oliver, Deborah Rudd,
Jennifer Gunter, Fran Clayton, Mandy Luhn, Kathy Bouldin

1 Matt Papa writes this in his book, Look and Live..

The church is (should be) God’s display of His missionary life. Just as God has moved
toward us in love, unbelievers, who have eyes to see, should see the love of Christ in the
lives of the church’s members/ministers. There should be no place in the church’s life for
racism, sexism, abuse, immorality, slander, and fleshy practices that wreak of hell’s misery.
Let us be onward and outward as we display the life and love of Christ. After all, the
church is God’s great evangelistic strategy!

The missionary life is the happy life. Life is about self-giving. Our mission efforts are not
handcuffs to our happiness, it’s the doorway!  The Father has given us His Son (John
3:16), the Son has given us His life (John 1:3-4), the Spirit has given us his gifts (Eph. 4:7-
12), and God does so joyfully (2 Corinthians 9)! Let us joyfully give the Gospel away, let us
joyfully give ourselves away, let us joyfully give our treasure away for the glory of God
and the good of our souls and others as well!  Like a tree firmly planted by the rivers of
water, let’s be fruitful (Psalm 1).
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2 I was inspired by an article posted on Speak Life’s website, an evangelical ministry in the U.K.  You can view it if you
like, 20 Things An Evangelist Should Believe - Speak Life. I’ve taken a few of Glen Scrivener’s point & expanded a bit.

Let's Go!
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